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Jericho is one of the oldest fortified cities to have been discovered, perhaps in existence since about 7000 B.C. It is the site of the oldest known fortress tower. The tower walls were 42 feet long at the base and 32 feet high surrounded by a ten foot moat. The city walls, where Rahab's house was located, were 18 feet thick and 30 feet high. A second wall sat within the outer wall.  How could the Israelites conquer such a city? Perhaps that is why God chose it as the first in line for conquest—it could only fall to the invaders by the power of God!

The spies sent into Jericho stayed with, and were hidden by, a harlot named Rahab. Her home may have been an inn. Even in a protected city like Jericho, the people were fearful of the former slaves bearing down upon them. They knew of the Red Sea crossing and the fate of the kings, Sihon and Og, on the eastern side of the Jordan. Verse 11 in chapter 2 demonstrates that more was happening than destruction in the conquest—Rahab confessed to the spies, “…the ﻿Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.”  Rahab’s life was about to change forever, as she would join the people of God and become the great-great grandmother of King David!

God told Joshua that He would begin to demonstrate to the people that he was truly the one to lead the people after Moses’ death. What better way than to dry the waters of the Jordan so that the people and the ark of the covenant could cross on dry ground. Joshua, however, did not praise himself before the people, but praised God and reminded the people that their Lord was the one leading them to victory in the new land. God, whose mercy seat formed the lid of the ark, led the way across the river and into the promised land. 
 Click here for pictures of the excavation of Jericho>>>>-http://www.bibleplaces.com/jericho.htm  
